194                  THE FINANCING
order in the last Execution proceedings; now it was the date of institution of these pioceedmgs. I found a case of Execution pending against a Kunbi* Malguzar. I read the proceedings carefully It was plain that the court had given a decree with great reluctance owing to the exorbitant nature of the demand. The old debt, which had been contracted by the present Judgment Debtor's father, had been paid off over and over again by the excessive inteiest demanded, despite the good security of the land; yet the debt had increased in amount. And now the Malguzai's village was to be sold
I discovered that the usuier (who was well known as a relentless Shylock) had brought his Execution proceedings after the penod prescribed by the new law had expired. I told him so, and intimated that I would strike off the case and set the debtor free I knew that it was necessary to see for myself that the debtor understood this So I directed the Tahsildar f to older him to appear before me on the day fixed for hearing the case He came, and I explained to him that as the debt had not been contracted by him, and had been more than adequately repaid already, I had determined to take advantage of a mistake in law made by his ci editor and dismiss the case : his village was now restored to him ; and he had better keep out of debt in future He could hardly believe that the burden of years had rolled away. I record with satisfaction that I knew him afterwards for years, and that he kept free of debt As for the usurer, he had many similar cases ; and his mistake m law really^ broke his heart. His son, though not altogether estimable, did not inherit his father's ruthless disposition By some such means as these, or otherwise, one was able sometimes to save a worthy agriculturist; but such efforts were sporadic and only affected individuals.
A far more extensive and systematic effort directly to relieve indebted agriculturists was made possible in the Central Provinces by the famine of the last years of the mne-
* The Kunbis are a good cultivating- caste f Indian local Revenue officer